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FCS NEWSLETTER

Hello and welcome to 2022! 

Now that we are beginning another year full of opportunities and 
possibilities, I wanted to wish our supporters a happy, safe, and 
prosperous New Year. As we look back at 2021, the FCS has not 
wavered in its commitment to prioritizing the health and wellbeing of its 
members, employees, and volunteers while providing safe and effective 
support to our community.  I want to thank the staff, board members, 
and volunteers for helping to keep FCS as safe and healthy as possible. 

While the pandemic continues to be a part of our everyday life, it is 
reassuring to know that it cannot prevent us from achieving our goals. 
With this community’s gracious support, our biggest and newest 
endeavor was completed. The Filipino Community Village (FCV) opened in 
July 2021, and the 94 affordable housing units reached full occupancy.  
The Innovation Learning Center (ILC) is the latest to open its doors and 
we are very excited to see our younger community members explore their 
curiosity for STEAM programs inside our new space. Also on-site is a new 
location for Cherub Nursery School’s intergenerational preschool.

Heading into 2022, we were excited to welcome our members back into 
the community center on January 3 for all of our programs and activities. 
We will be following all of the guidelines of the local government, 
Department of Health, and CDC. At this time we will require proof of 
vaccination and that face masks be worn indoors at all times except 
when eating.

Thank you for your patience and for trusting our staff, board members, 
and volunteers to deliver the services you need. I am excited for the 
promise of this new year, and you can read why throughout the rest of 
this newsletter. Mabuhay!

Best wishes,

Agnes Navarro
Executive Director
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Senior Lunch Program

When: Weekly on
   Mondays,
   Tuesdays & 
   Thursdays
   11:00 AM-1:00 PM

Please bring proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination and 
wear a mask.

STEPPING FORWARD TO FILL A NEED

The saying “it takes a village” can have different meanings. To those of us 
who work and volunteer at FCS, it means taking the time to make our 
Senior Services members feel special and secure. It is still our priority to 
make sure they don’t feel isolated and have opportunities to engage. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been hard on us all; impacting numerous 
areas of our lives. Our staff and volunteers were able to maintain our 
promise to our community by continuing to provide freshly cooked meals, 
fresh produce, and assorted pantry items three times a week. Volunteers 
aided us in expanding our reach by delivering these goods to the front 
doors of our more vulnerable members. While it was difficult to meet in-
person for group exercise, we were able to bring the lessons online as part 
of the Senior Virtual Village. The Senior HUB program was a great resource 
to support the wellbeing and mental health of our members

On January 3rd, we reopened our doors to host the Senior Lunch 
Program’s in-person dining in the Community Center. We are grateful to 
see our senior members join us back in our hall and be able to socialize 
with each other again. As our facilities and in-person programs resume, 
the Senior Virtual Village and Senior HUB will continue to be available for 
our members to access from the convenience of their homes.

If you know of any seniors who may need assistance with food or groceries, 
contact our office at: (206) 722-9372 or email us at info@filcommsea.org

SENIOR LUNCH PROGRAM

Volunteer portioning out 
freshly cooked meals.

GOING BEYOND OUR WALLS
SENIOR SERVICES

With a $65,000 grant from King County and 
contributions from our supportive community, 
FCS was able to acquire a new 24-seater van to 
be used for seniors’ extracurricular activities. The 
van was delivered to the Community Center in 
August 2021 and we are excited to safely bring 
our members on excursions and enjoy the 
greater Seattle area.

Learn more about the latest Senior Services activities on our website at: filcommsea.org/senior-services
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LEARN AND PLAY THE FCS WAY

The Innovation Learning Center (ILC) celebrated its soft 
opening on January 15. It was great to see so many new and 
familiar community members enjoying their preview of our 
programs. We were honored to have Seattle Councilmember 
Tammy Morales and King County Councilmember Girmay 
Zahilay, and Washington State Senator Joe Nguyen in 
attendance.

The ILC is a state-of-the-art computer lab with a makerspace 
that is accessible to the youth of Rainier Valley and beyond.  Its 
doors are open to those who are interested in science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (S.T.E.A.M.) 
and robotics. We are excited to offer such a wide variety of interests that will inspire young minds. 

Starting in February, you can join in classes offering drone making, robotics, art, and more. While we 
aim to encourage creativity in our youth, the ILC is a place for the whole family to learn and participate. 
Whether you are young or a little bit older, our computer laboratory is the perfect setting for learning 
software or how to use your new devices. The makerspace features outstanding equipment like 3D 
printers, laser cutters, and Cricut machines with a hot press to make custom t-shirts and mugs. Get 
ready to join our community of makers where you can turn your ideas into works of art.

That’s not all! We are also proud to have partnered with Filipino-owned Cherubs Nursery School that 
will serve as an intergenerational preschool onsite at the ILC.

Learn more about the latest programs and memberships offered at the Innovation Learning Center on our 
website at: filcommsea.org/ilc

INNOVATION LEARNING CENTER
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS

We’re just like you. We are parents, retirees, students, business 
professionals, teachers, advocates, allies… you name it. One thing we all 
have in common is our dedication to a united, thriving, and vibrant 
community. With the more volunteers we have, the bigger impact we can 
all make. Together. 

Types of Volunteering 

GET INVOLVED

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, contact us at (206) 722-9372 or visit 
our website: filcommsea.org/get-involved

Program 
Support

Cultural & 
Social Events

Professional 
Partnerships

Fundraising 
Operations

FCS 86th Gala

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!

We are absolutely humbled 
by the outpouring of 
generosity that the event 
sponsors and supporters 
provided. With your 
gracious donations, we can 
continue to provide 
community programs.

Thank you to our hosts, 
Aleksa Manila and Arnaldo!, 
and to our amazing 
performers: Juliet Omli 
Cawas Cheatle, FPAWS, 
and Jogiel. 

Special thanks to the Gala 
Committee and Agnes 
Vining, the Event Chair.

& More!

Volunteering is a great way to meet and get to know others in your 
community while contributing to a cause that is important to you. 

5740 Martin Luther King Way S
Seattle, WA 98118

Phone: (206) 722-9372
Email: info@filcommsea.org
Website: filcommsea.org

PLACE
STAMP
HERE
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